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Abstract

This research investigates the potential of
Nature-Based Tourism (NBT) development to
enhance sustainable livelihoods of the local
community in Phou Xieng Thong National
Protected Area (PXTNPA), Champasak Province.
Its key objectives are: to study the role of the
protected area in NBT development and community
livelihoods; to examine the development strategy
and its challenges; and to assess the potential of the
development for the community's sustainable
livelihoods. The research employs a qualitative
methodology, collecting data through in-depth
interviews, observations, and relevant documents
from government agencies (ministry, provincial,
district levels) and community representatives from
Singsamphan and Soula villages. Data was analyzed
by categorization and interpretation based on
relevant concepts and theories. The results of the
study found that:

PXTNPA played a very important role in the
development of NBT and the livelihood of local
communities. It is a valuable asset due to its unique
geographical location along the Mekong River, as
well as its historical and cultural importance. These
factors give it great potential for tourism activities
such as hiking and boating. Communities' livelihood
relies heavily on the natural resources offered by the
PXTNPA. The area provides resources for
agriculture, such as growing rice, vegetables, and
fruit trees, and for raising animals like cows and
goats. It is also a valuable source of food, rich in
non-timber forest products (NTFPs).

The development strategy includes the
division of priority areas for development, the
development of tourism activities such as hiking,
camping, kayaking and boating along the Mekong
River, as well as facilities such as accommodations,
restaurants, and access roads to villages. There are
clear financial plans for nature conservation,
regulations to manage environmental and social
impacts, promotion of tourism through various
channels, and a development plan aligned with the
roles of different stakeholders. However, the
challenges for this development are finding sources
of funding, attracting private sector investment,
integrating wildlife conservation with tourism,
preserving the value and beauty of natural resources,
and ensuring the active cooperation of local
communities in environmental protection.

The potential for development to impact the
livelihood of local communities is evident in several
ways, including creating jobs and long-term income,
empowering communities to become small
entrepreneurs, improving infrastructure  and
facilities, and providing opportunities for skill
development. This also increases well-being and
improves the overall quality of life. Communities
are adapting to conserve rare plants and animals and
protect the environment. There is a sustainable use
of natural resources with a revenue-sharing
mechanism for stakeholders. A sustainable
development practice is implemented by promoting
the creation of eco-friendly accommodation and
facilities, and by having clear regulations for waste
management in tourist areas and communities.

Key words: Nature-Based Tourism, Sustainable
Livelihoods, National Protected Area.
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