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Grammatical Issues in Learning the Lao Language: Phrases and Sentences,

A Case Study of Chinese Students
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Abstracts

Grammatical mistakes in the use of the Lao
language by foreign students during conversations
with teachers in classrooms and in their writing have
become a concern. This is because these mistakes
lead to changes in meaning from what was intended,
causing misunderstandings between students and

teachers. The purpose of this research is to examine
grammatical mistakes in phrases and sentences
made by Chinese students enrolled in a Lao
language course at the Department of Lao Language
and Culture over one academic year. Students’
written assignments were collected, resulting in the
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identification of 350 grammatical errors; however,
301 samples were descriptively analyzed based on
Lao grammar rules, particularly regarding parts of
speech and syntax.

The grammatical issues found in phrases are
categorized into three types: noun phrases, adjective
phrases, and verbal phrases. The problems in these
phrases primarily relate to their modification
components, both preceding and following. These
errors include incorrect positioning, unnecessary
words, insufficient modifications, inappropriate
usage, and missing modification components.
Additionally, the main parts of the phrases may also
be missing.

The grammatical mistakes in sentences can be
categorized into three main types: word
misarrangement, incorrect parts of speech, and
inappropriate word selection. Word misarrangement
occurs in both simple and compound sentences,
where there are instances of misarrangement in both
the main parts and the modification parts of
sentences, as well as in the arrangement of
connecting words. Incorrect parts of speech can be
found in both main and modification parts of a
sentence. Regarding word usage, inappropriate word
selections are evident in the use of predicates that do
not align with their intended meanings and contexts.
This issue also arises in the use of connecting words
in various sentences across different contexts, such
as indicating givers and receivers, reasons, manners,
relations, direction, and time order.

Keywords: Issue, problem, mistake, error,
grammar, phrase, sentence
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